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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "62" has been used to designate both the sheath and the 
lower corner of float 20 (see page 5 of the specification, lines 9 and 18; see also figure 
2). Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 8 of 
the specification, line 19, "84" should be corrected to -94-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Holmes. 
Holmes discloses an anchor raising device comprising: 

an anchor connection system connecting an anchor to a watercraft (see figure 2), said 
system 

comprising a line 21 connected to said anchor 16 at its first end and to said watercraft 

12A at its second end; 

and 

a compressed gas hose 23; and 

an inflatable container 22 integrally extending from the anchor connection system so 
that 

one outer edge of said inflatable container is integral with the anchor connection 
system; 

wherein said compressed gas hose is pneumatically connected to said inflatable 
container. 

The outer edge of container 22 is integral with the anchor connection through the 
remainder of the container and the rod 24. 

5. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jelpo. 

Jelpo discloses an anchor raising device comprising: 

an anchor connection system connecting an anchor to a watercraft (see figure 1), said 
system 
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comprising a line 11 , 10, 9 and 7 connected to said anchor 8 at its first end and to said 

watercraft (see "vessel" of page 1 , line 60) at its second end; 

and 

a compressed gas hose 12, 13; and 

an inflatable container 1 integrally extending from the anchor connection system so that 
one outer edge (bars 4) of said inflatable container is integral with the anchor 
connection system; 

wherein said compressed gas hose is pneumatically connected to said inflatable 
container. 

The inflatable inner bladder is 1 and the outer housing is 2. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 7-20 are allowed. 

7. Claims 2-4 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claim 2, claim 12 and the claims depending from claim 12 are indicated as 
containing allowable subject matter because neither Jelpo nor Holmes disclose a 
sheath enclosing the line and the gas hose, wherein the gas hose is not attached to the 
line or the sheath. Chelminski is cited to show the protective sheath 15. With regard to 
Chelminski and Holmes, motivation to provide a sheath similar to 15 of Chelminski to 
enclose the line 21 and hose 23 of Holmes with the gas hose not being attached to the 
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line or the sheath is lacking in view of clamp 25 of Holmes attaching the hose 23 to the 
line 21 . With regard to Chelminski and Jelpo, the spacing of hoses 12 and 13 and line 
1 1 of Jelpo would make it unreasonable to provide a sheathing similar to 15 of 
Chelminski to enclose the line and hose. 

Claims 3 and 4 are indicated as containing allowable subject matter because neither 

Jelpo nor Holmes taken alone or in combination with Rinne, which shows the inflatable 

bags as being rolled, nor Schaller, which shows device 10 with VELCRO patch 18 for 

attaching electronic signals being rolled, teach or fairly suggest one or more first hook- 

and-loop pieces on a front surface of said inflatable container, and 

one or more second hook-and-loop pieces on a back surface of said inflatable 

container, 

wherein each of said first hook-and-loop pieces cooperates with one or more of said 
second hook-and-loop pieces to attach to each other when said inflatable container is 
rolled up to 

the outer edge of the container to form a generally cylindrical shape adjacent to the 
connection system. 

Claim 6 is indicated as containing allowable subject matter because Jelpo does not 
teach or fairly suggest that there is an interior space between the outer housing 2 and 
the inner bladder 1, and 

That the outer housing has one or more apertures between the interior space and the 
exterior 
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of the outer housing adapted to allow water to flow out of said interior space through 
the apertures. 

Claim 7 and the claims depending therefrom are allowed because neither Jelpo nor 
Holmes taken alone or in combination with either of Chelminski, Schaller or Rinne teach 
or fairly suggest the limitations in claim 7 of a flexible sheath containing said line and 
said gas hose, an inflatable container attached to said anchor connection system near 
said anchor, wherein said inflatable container securely rolls up to near said anchor 
connection system and wherein said inflatable container will remain rolled up until 
inflated through said gas hose. 

Claim 15 and the claims depending therefrom are indicated as containing allowable 
subject matter because neither Jelpo nor Holmes taken alone or in combination with 
any of the other prior art of record teach or fairly suggest a flexible sheath containing 
said line and said compressed gas hose and 

one or more openings in said sheath where said line exits and reenters said sheath 
forming a loop outside of said sheath, said loop being for connection to the watercraft. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:00-2:30 ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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